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About this paper  
 
This consultation paper seeks comments from interested parties in a manner that will 
help the Uganda Communications Commission (UCC) improve on the proposed 
framework for the licensing of distributors and exhibitors of the film and video works in 
the Republic Uganda. The proposed framework is intended to streamline the regulation 
of the film industry. This framework is also intends to promote the distribution and 
exhibition of films/video works and defined structures which will engender 
improvements in the quality of content and consumer confidence.  

This document provides information on many aspects in relation to the regulation of the 
film industry and in particular to registration and regulation of the film and video works 
operators and premises as required by law in the Electronic Media Act (Cap 104).  

The paper includes a summary of the status of the film industry in the country. It also 
outlines the purpose and scope of the framework, as well as the objectives of the 
framework including the expected outcome, if implemented.  

The paper further outlines the categories of film/video distributors and exhibitors and 
their relationship as well as the rights of the distributors. Furthermore, the document 
covers the production financing facility as well as the process of film/video works 
release.  
 
In addition, the document explains the distribution structure and options as well as the 
necessary authority the distributor/exhibitor requires in order to deal in or show the 
film or video movies. It ensures that copyrights owners are recognised and protected. 
The paper also outlines the criteria for each category of distributors and exhibitors. 
Registration and licence fees of each category of the distributor and exhibitors are also 
covered by the framework as well as the basic requirements that the distributor and 
exhibitors must meet before they are registered and licensed, including their premises.  
 
The proposals are of interest to the existing as well as prospective stakeholders in the 
industry since it is the maiden proposed framework to be applied in the licensing of 
distributor and exhibitors as well as the premises in the country.  
Attached to the paper are Appendices I-V that will apply as base documents in the 
licensing of the film and video works distribution and exhibition. Appendices I&II are 
application forms for the distributors and exhibitors respectively. Appendix III is the 
application form for the premises where the film or video works can be shown or 
viewed. Appendix IV contains the initial basic regulations for the film distributors. 
Appendix V provides release guidelines for home video distribution and 
cinema/exhibition in Uganda. 
 
Consultation process  
 
The Commission hereby invites all interested parties to submit written comments on 
any issue they believe relevant regarding the proposed film licensing framework.  
Comments of interested parties will be taken into consideration. However, UCC is under 
no obligation to adopt them. We further request you to describe any alternative 
approaches you think would achieve our objectives. 
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How to make a submission  
 
When providing comments, please specify your contact details including the name of 
the party or parties (if the respondent is part of a consortium), address, phone 
number(s) and e-mail address (where possible). 
 
It is also advisable that you indicate the number of the corresponding paragraph of this 
public consultation document, to which the comment is referring to. 
 
All comments and contributions in respect of this document may be submitted to one or 
more of the following addresses: 
 
a) E-mail: ucc@co.ug. 
 
b) Delivery by hand or courier to: 
 
Executive Director 
Uganda Communications Commission 
UCC House 
Plot 42-44 Spring Road, Bugolobi 
P. O. Box 7376, KAMPALA, UGANDA 
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1.0 PREAMBLE 
 
The global movie industry generates much revenue annually as well as creating millions 
of jobs. The Price Water House Consulting reports a projection that places the 
entertainment industry globally as capable of generating over US$600 billion in 2010. 
Apart from its revenue potential, the film industry offers a strong basis of youth 
employment, providing one of the strongest grounds of economic growth indicators 
globally.  
 
Therefore, Uganda should deliberately and conscientiously work to anchor its economic 
growth potentials within the creative industries. This framework is the first step by the 
Government of Uganda to design and develop processes and standards as well as 
benchmarking the creative industries in Uganda with in order to reap from the global 
revenue potentials.  
 
It is the effective administration of the film/home video distribution and exhibition 
framework in the industry that brings to reality these levels of projections. To achieve 
this, the Ugandan Communications Commission (UCC), in accordance with Part 5, 
Section 20 of the Electronic Media Act, has set out to develop a framework of 
distribution and exhibition of film and video works that ensures that the full potential of 
the industry is realised and sustained.  
 

1.1 Status of the Film Industry in Uganda 
The film industry in Uganda is in its infancy compared to those of other African 
countries like Nigeria (Nollywood), Kenya (Riverwood) and generally the Western 
world. This development is due to a number of factors which include but are not limited 
to:  

 Lack of well defined business structure; 
 Non-adherence to industry best practices; 
 Poor administration of film and home video copyright provisions; 
 Lack of clear guidelines on classification and licensing; 
 Poor management of the distribution and exhibition channels, and: 
 Weak regulations.  

 
These factors are a hindrance to the development of the film industry. Although there 
seems to be lack professionalism in the industry, available statistics indicate that the 
industry has a lot of potential for growth both in terms of creating employment 
opportunities and as a source of revenue. 
 

1.2 Purpose of the Framework 
There are unclear distribution channels of films. Unlicensed video distributors and 
exhibitors are having a field day.  There are no clear guidelines on film and home video 
replication in Uganda, a development that has strengthened the hands of pirates. 
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There is need to streamline and license the distribution channels and need for 
coordination based on the fundamental legal instruments of censorship (classification) 
of contents and licensing of distributors, exhibitors (operators of video/film libraries 
and cinemas) and their business premises (libraries and theatres) necessary to regulate 
the film sector of the economy and create structured business outlets within the sector. 
 

1.3 Scope  
The scope of this framework covers all films/video works and other motion pictures 
released for distribution, exhibition and marketing, within and throughout the Republic 
of Uganda.  
 

2.0 OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of this framework are as follows: 

2.1 To create viable structures for the film industry that are able to inspire 
 confidence in investors and in players as well as respond confidently to 
 formal economic indicators and incentives  
A carefully and efficiently administered regime of film distribution and exhibition 
scheme will set clear structures able to lead the sector to undertake meaningful 
transactional interface with other established economic sectors of the Ugandan national 
economy. The licensing framework creates viable structures for the film industry that 
are able to inspire confidence in investors and in players as well as respond confidently 
to formal economic indicators and incentives. Proper structure is the basis of any formal 
intervention in the sector by government and any other stakeholders. 

2.2 To attract funding and investment in the film sector  
Funding is critical for the transformation of an informal, unstructured sector such as the 
Ugandan film and video sectors. Bankable funds and investments tend to avoid sectors 
that lack structures. Bankable funds come from external investors, financial institutions, 
international donor agencies and government. What will make the difference therefore 
in the film sector and generate growing and sustainable interest from funding platforms 
is for the sector to commit itself to the recommendations of this framework. 

2.3 To create quality content  
The framework will offer an opportunity for the distribution of quality content of film 
and video works which in turn generates more money, which is an incentive for 
producers to focus on quality content creations.  

2.4 To neutralise piracy  
The framework, when fully and efficiently administered, will act in partnership and 
collaboration with other relevant instruments of government regulation within the film 
industry to effectively neutralise piracy. This is because supply source will be closely 
monitored and accounted for by all stakeholders in the film industry.  
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2.5 To create employment opportunities 
This framework has the greatest potentials of significant contribution to the poverty 
alleviation initiatives of government through the opportunity it offers Ugandans for 
mass employment as well as opening up multiple investment windows.  

2.6 Global alignment and internal business integration  
The framework offers the Ugandan film sector an opportunity to globally align itself 
with international best practices which requires clear and transparent processes, a 
fundamental requirement in global business integration.  
 

3.0 EXPECTED OUTCOMES OF THE FRAMEWORK 
The benefits and outcomes of this framework are: 

3.1 Coordinated activities in the film sector 
The distribution activities will drive content, introduce simple, auditable processes able 
to keep track of each product performance in the market as well as yield data for better 
planning. 

3.2 Viable structure 
It will provide durable and commercially-viable structures, able to attract local and 
international investors as well as sustain those already playing in the market. 

3.3 Sizing film/video markets 
The true market depth and capacity will not only be confirmed but be substantially 
enlarged to meet the financial needs of the industry, engender self-assurance and spur 
sustainable growth within the industry. 

3.4 Opportunities for funding 
The movie industry, with the success of this initiative, will attain a status of bankable 
standards. 

3.5 Promotion of professionalism in film sector 
The framework will relieve producers the burden of engaging in distribution activities 
in line with global best practices. This will also ensure an in-built incentive to encourage 
producers to focus on producing high quality film and works. 

3.6 Incentives for property rights 
It will ensure that bona fide owners are protected of their intellectual property rights 
when infringed upon. 

3.7 Discouragement of piracy 
The implementation of the framework will effectively curtail piracy in the industry. 
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3.8 Employment opportunity 
It will create employment opportunities for Ugandans, especially the youth, who can be 
gainfully employed in the various sectors of film production, distribution and exhibition. 
  

4.0 DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 

a) Uganda Communications Commission (UCC) is the agency of government that 
regulates the film and video works through licensing of distributors, exhibitors 
and exhibition premises. 

 
b) Licensed Distributors - refer to persons authorised by the Commission to 

engage in distribution of films and video works.  
 

c) Licensed Exhibitors - refer to persons authorised by the Commission to engage 
in the public presentation of films and video works through medium that 
includes the projection of light. 

 
d) Licensed Exhibition Premises - refer to licensed specific locations recognised 

and authorised by the Commission for the purposes of exhibiting films and video 
works. 

 
e) Distribution Categories - specified geographical spread within which a licensed 

distributor’s operations are confined. 
 

f) Distribution Rights - refer to the type (s) of authority granted to a licensed 
distributor by a film/video work copyright owner for the purposes of 
commercial distribution/exhibition and marketing of the film/video work. 

 
g. Copyright-Owner - refers to the registered proprietor of a film/video work as an 

intellectual property by the Uganda Registration Service Bureau (URSB). 
 

h) Films /Video Works - refer to artistic communication [content] in an audio-
visual format. 

 
i) Mandatory Report - refers to the mandatory quarterly activity report required 

of licensed distributors and exhibitors by the Commission. 
 

j) Chain Distributor- A chain is often a holder of one distribution licence but has 
created a notable and remarkable business brand with it in such a way that the 
same presence and service is replicated in other market locations. 

 
k) Release Certificate- is the authority to distribute or to exhibit issued by the 

Uganda Communications Commission to licensed distributors and exhibitors for 
commercial exploitation of the film or video right that has been acquired. 
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5.0 CATEGORIES OF FILM/VIDEO DISTRIBUTORS 
  

There shall be three [3] categories of distributors: 
 

a) National: They are registered and licensed by the Commission to distribute and 
market films and video works across the whole country. 

 
b) Regional: They are registered and licensed by the Commission to distribute and 

market films within specific, recognised and demarcated region of Uganda. 
 

c) District/Community: They are registered and licensed by the Commission to 
sell and rent films and video works within specified community locations in 
Uganda. 

 

6.0 DISTRIBUTION RIGHTS 
There are four standard rights which a copyright owner could grant to a licensed 
distributor.  
 

a) Rental Rights Only: The film/video is permitted for rental purposes only. 
Distributors are not allowed to sell rental copies which should be clearly marked 
‘Rental Copy’. 

 
b) Sales Rights Only: The films and video works are to be sold at the sales points. 

Copies for sale are to be clearly marked and separately coded.  
 

c) Rental and Sales Rights: The films and video works are allowed both sales and 
rental rights at their respective points. Copies for sale and those for rental are to 
be differently marked and separately coded. 

 
d) Comprehensive Rights: These give the distributor an all-inclusive right to sell, 

hire and broadcast the movie, including internet/online downloads. 
 

7.0 EXHIBITORS 
There are four categories of Exhibitors as follows: 
  

a) National: They are registered and licensed by the Commission to exhibit films 
and video works within authorised exhibition premises across the  country. 
The licensee most likely has presence or plans presence in several locations 
across the country. 

 
b) City:  They are registered and licensed by the Commission to exhibit films/video 

works within an authorised exhibition premises within an urban area. 
 

c) District/Community: They are registered and Licensed by the Commission to 
cater for the community needs for films and video works exhibition.  
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8.0    DISTRIBUTORS AND EXHIBITORS RELATIONSHIP 
 
The regulator recognises that in the business relationship between a distributor and an 
exhibitor, that rights may flow from the distributor to the exhibitor and vice versa since 
content value chain could start with direct to home or through the cinema premier 
windows. 
 

9.0  CONTRACT LIFE SPAN:  
The life span of any distribution contract must be specific. This framework provides for 
a minimum of 12 months and maximum of five (5) years contract life span 
 

10.     PRODUCTION FINANCING 
The Commission recognises that in the course of transactions leading to the production 
of a film, the possibility exists for ‘production financing facility’. 
 

a) The Commission will accept that the financier(s) of the production of a film is 
recorded and identified on the credit label of the film as ‘Executive Producer’ 

 
b) The Commission offers the following advisory: 

If the producer is not the financier of a film, there shall be a written agreement 
between the financier and the producer stipulating ownership of the copyright.  

 
c) In the absence of any evidence to the contrary, the Commission shall recognise 

the registered copyright owner as indicated in the records of the Uganda 
Registration Service Bureau. 

 

 11.0 PROCESS OF FILMS/VIDEO WORKS RELEASE 
 

a) All films and video works intended for commercial distribution within Uganda 
must undergo the process of censorship and classification in compliance with the 
laws of the state. 

 
b) Only distributors registered and licensed by the Commission are allowed to 

apply for release certificate for films for the purpose of commercial distribution 
within Uganda. 

 
c) Upon the Commission’s approval for a licensee to distribute, the distributor shall 

cause to be published within distribution premises copy of the Commission’s 
approval. The Commission’s approval shall specify the following: 

 
i) the territory;  
ii) the types of distribution rights and duration; 
iii) the classification of the film and video works, and; 
iv) the copyright ownership. 
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d) The application to distribute and/or exhibit a film or video works by a licensed 

distributor and/or exhibitor shall be accompanied by a valid distribution 
agreement. 

 
e) Subsidiary distribution outlets of a chain distributor shall only distribute or 

exhibit films for which the Chain Distributor has acquired distribution rights. 
 

f) For the purpose of ensuring a secure distribution process, the Commission shall 
assign operational code to each licensed distributor. 

 
g) All licensed distributors are to submit quarterly distribution reports to the 

Commission. 

12.     OPERATIONS AND CONTROLS 
Registration Seal:  
The Commission expects all licensed distributors and exhibitors to ensure that films for 
commercial distribution and exhibition are affixed with the appropriate classification 
rating symbol dispensed by the censorship authority for each film or video work title 
approved for distribution.  
 

13. 0  DISTRIBUTION STRUCTURE AND OPTIONS: 
The distribution flow shall be determined by the channel initiated by the distributor for 
purposes of fully exploiting the acquired rights over a film or video work. 
 

13.1  Distribution option 
In a territory, a distributor may distribute films and video works using its affiliate 
outlets or delegate the rights to another distributor, but cannot sub-license an entity or 
person not recognised by the Commission under the regime of the licensing framework. 

13.2  Subsidiary outlets of a chain distributor  
These can only engage in the distribution of a film or video works over which the 
principals have obtained the distribution rights over the territory covered by its licence. 
The principal shall be held liable for any wrongful act or omission of its subsidiaries.  
 

14.0 AUTHORITY TO DISTRIBUTE: 
 
All distributors must display in a special register, the authority of distribution acquired 
either from the Copyright Owner, or higher level distributors. 
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14.1  Payment 
The distributor shall show evidence of financial commitment to the agreement with the 
copyright owner over a particular product or movie title. 

14.2 Distributor’s Registration, Licence Fee and Criteria  

15.0 CATEGORIES  

15.1 Categories of Exhibitors  
 

a)National exhibitors – exhibition on national level 
b)City Exhibitors – exhibition on city level 
c)Sub-urban Exhibitors – exhibition at sub-urban locations 
d)Community Exhibitors – exhibition at the community level. 

15.2 Categories of Exhibition Premises 
 
There shall be four (4) categories of exhibition premises: 

a) Major cinemas: - Located in cosmopolitan areas with high level of public 
infrastructure 

b) Medium Cinemas – Located in cosmopolitan areas with high level of public 
infrastructure 

                                                
1 All National and Regional distributors’ licences are for a period of five (5) years in the first instance and 
renewable yearly. 
2All District/Community licenses are for a period of 3 years in the first instance of licence and renewable 
yearly. 

 
Category 

 

 
Registration Fee 
(Payable Once) 

UGX 

 
Licensing Fee 
(Annual fees) 

UGX 

 
Other Criteria 

 

NATIONAL1 
 

500,000/= 
 

1,000,000/= 
 

1. Limited Liability Company  
2. CEO and Accountant are mandatory 
    officers. 
3. Presence in at least three regions. 
4. Signed undertaking to abide by UCC’s 
     film regulations.   

REGIONAL 
 

300,000/= 500,000/= 
 

1. Limited Liability Company  
2. CEO and Accounts officer are mandatory 
    Officers. 
3. Presence in at least three regions. 
4. Signed undertaking to abide by UCC’s 
     film regulations.   

DISTRICT/COMMUNITY2 
 

200,000U/= 100,000/= 
 

1. Business name  
2. Accessible office with phone 
3. Identifiable shop attendant 
4. Signed undertaking to abide by 

UCC’s Film regulations.   
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c) Small Cinema – Located in sub-urban areas with low level of public 
infrastructure. 

d) Viewing Centres – Located in rural communities with poor level of public 
infrastructure. 

16.0  REGISTRATION OF EXHIBITORS AND EXHIBITION PREMISES3 

16.1 Exhibitors’ Registration & Licence Fees and Criteria 
  

Category Registration Fee 
(Payable Once) 
UGX 

Licensing 
(Annual fees) 
UGX 

Other Criteria 

NATIONAL4 500,000/= UGX 500,000 
 

1.Limited Liability 
   Company. 

2. CEO, and Accountant as mandatory 
officers 

3. Presence in at least three regions. 
CITY UGX 500,000 

 
UGX 500,000 
 

Same as above  

COMMUNITY UGX 500,000 
 

UGX100,000 
 

Same as for retailers and rental 
outlets. 

 

16.2. Registration Fees for Exhibition Premises 
 

Type of Cinema category Registration fees per category 
UGX 

Major Cinema 500,000/= 
Medium Cinema 500,000/= 
Small Cinema 500,000/= 
Viewing Centre 100,000/= 

 

16.3 Registration and Licensing Process 
 a)  Collection of forms 

b) Registration [fee] and submission of completed registration forms. 
c) Documentation process by the Commission. 
d) Commission publishes successful applicants. 
e) Payment of licence fees by successful applicants 
f) Issuance of licences. 

17.0 REQUIREMENTS FOR DISTRIBUTION/EXHIBITION 
a) Submission of approval letter for the classified film or video work. 
b) Evidence of collection of film classification labels.  
c) Distribution/Exhibition agreement between the distributor and the copyright 

owner. 
                                                
3 Each exhibition hall shall be treated as a distinct exhibition premises 
4 Exhibitor’s license and the exhibition premises licenses are two separate licences.  
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APPENDIX I: APPLICATION FOR LICENCE AS A DISTRIBUTOR 
We hereby apply for license as *National/Regional/District/Community Distributor of 
films/video works. 

1. i)  Name of the Company……………………………………………….. 
ii) Head Office Address: ……………………………………………....... 
iii) Email address: ………………………   Phone No: ………………… 
iv) Full name of CEO: ………………………………………………….. 

2. Sources of stock: Local  Foreign 

3. Intended channels of distribution: …………………………………................ 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. **State the Region/District/Community for which the licence is applied: 
………………………………………………………. 

5.  State 2 alternative Regions/Districts/Communities that could be considered if the one 
stated in 4 above is not available for approval: 

i) ……………………………………………………….. 

ii) ………………………………………………………. 

6: Payment details: 

i) Bank’s name and branch: ………………………………….. 
ii) Date of payment: ……………………………………………. 
iii) Teller no. (attach a copy): ………………………………….. 
iv) Amount paid:5………………………………………………… 
7. Licensing Criteria Compliance Check 

             Criteria              Compliance Remark 

Type of business  

Mandatory officers in place  

Functional office appliances  

Amount of share capital  

Branches or Representative offices  in place  

Does company’s object include sale, rental, supply 
or distribution of films/video works? 

 

 

                                                
5 This payment is for application processing and registration fees 
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8. We hereby undertake to: 
i) distribute only censored and classified films/ video works in accordance with 

the provisions of the law and Regulations made thereunder, and 
ii) Forward monthly to the UCC a list of additional films/ video works acquired 

by the applicant for commercial use. 

  Name of applicant’s CEO ………………………………………………........….. 

Email address: ………………………..... Phone no: ……………………..……… 

Signature: ……………………………….. Date: ………………………................ 

Attach the following documents: 

i) A copy of Certificate of incorporation  
ii) Certified true copy of particulars of directors  
iii) Certified true copy of Memo and Articles of Association 
iv) Evidence of payment. 

*Delete whichever not applicable 

For official use only: 
Date Received Control 

Number 
Approved or 
Rejected 

Territory 
Assigned 

Distribution 
Licence Number 

     

 
If application is not approved: 
Reason(s) Action Taken Next Expected 

Action 
Officer Date 
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APPENDIX II: APPLICATION FOR LICENCE AS A EXHIBITOR 
We hereby apply for licence as *National/City/Sub-Urban/Community Exhibitor of 
films/video works. 

    1. Administrative Information 

i)  Name of the company……………………………………………….. 
ii) Head Office Address: ……………………………………………....... 
iii) Email address: ………………………   Phone No: ………………… 
iv) Full name of CEO: ………………………………………………….. 
  

2. Sources of stock: Local  Foreign 

3. Do you have exhibition premises? If yes, state number and location(s): 
………………………………….................................................................... 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

4.  State the City/Sub-urban/Community for which the licence is applied: 
………………………………………………………................................................................. 

5: Payment details: 

a) Bank’s name and branch: ………………………………….. 
b) Date of payment: ……………………………………………. 
c) Teller no. (Attach a copy): ………………………………….. 
d) Amount paid: 6………………………………………………… 

6. Licensing Criteria Compliance Check 
Criteria Compliance Remark 

Type of business  

Mandatory officers in place  

Functional office appliances  

Amount of share capital  

Branches or representative offices  in place  

Does company’s object include exhibition of 
films/video works? 

 

 

                                                
6 This payment is for application processing and registration fees 
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7. We hereby undertake to: 
 

i) Exhibit only censored and classified films/video works in accordance with 
the provisions of the law and Regulations made thereunder, and 

 

ii) Forward monthly to the UCC a list of additional films/video works acquired 
by the applicant for commercial use. 

iii) Name of applicant’s CEO ……………………………………………….….. 

Email address: ……………………….... Phone No: ……………………..……… 

Signature: ……………………………….. Date: ……………………..................… 

Attach the following documents: 

a) A copy of certificate of incorporation  
b) Certified true copy of particulars of directors  
c) Certified true copy of Memo and Articles of Association 
d) Evidence of payment.7 

*Delete whichever not applicable 

For official use only 
Date Received Control 

Number 
Approved Or 
Rejected 

Territory 
Assigned 

Exhibitor’s 
Licence Number 

     

 
If application is not approved 
Reason(s) Action Taken Next Expected 

Action 
Officer Date 

     

 

 

 
 

                                                
7 This payment is for application processing and registration fees 
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APPENDIX III: APPLICATION FOR LICENCE OF PREMISES 
 
Owner of Premises……………………………………………………………………………….....…… 
 
Location of the Premises………………………………………………………………………..……… 
 
Name of the Film/video distributor……………………………………………………………….. 
 
Address of the Distributor at the Premises: ………………………….................................... 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Type (Cinema, Video viewing centre, Hall): ……................................................................. 
 
If cinema, indicate category and number of Halls: ………………………………………… 
 
Sitting capacity of each hall: ………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Owner: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Applicant: …………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
I/We confirm that the premises comply with the provisions of the law in all material particulars 
and I/we attached herewith the certificate of the National Fire Service confirming compliance 
with safety requirements for such premises, having regard to the audience and capacity 
indicated herein.  
 

Name: ………………………………………………………….      Signature: ……………………………………………. 
 
Designation: …………………………………………….…. 
 
Date: ………………………………………………………….. 
 
Note: Issuance of a license is subject to the submission of the following; 

a) Fire Service Certificate 
b) Evidence of payment  

 
FOR OFFICIAL USE ************************************************************************ 
Indicate the category of exhibition premises  
 

1. CINEMA 
Category A    Category B   Category C 

 
2. VIDEO VIEWING CENTRE 

 
3. OTHERS   (State briefly): ……………………………………………………….. 

 
4) NUMBER OF HALLS: ………………………  Capacity: ………………………………… 
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Name/signature of Inspection officer:  
 

Name……………………… ……………………………Signature…………………………………   
 
Approved/rejected………………………………………………………… 
 
If rejected, reasons…………………………………………………………. 
 
Name/signature of Approving officer………………………………. 

 
Date: ……………………………………………………………… 
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APPENDIX IV: REGULATIONS/UNDERTAKING FOR FILM DISTRIBUTORS 
 

1. The distributor shall distribute only films classified and registered by the Media Council. 
2. The licence granted to the distributor shall be displayed at the main entrance of the 

premises. 
3. A licence is only valid for one year and shall be renewed annually upon payment of fees 

prescribed by the UCC. 
4. A license issued to the distributor by the UCC is not transferable. 
5. The classification assigned by the Media Council in respect of any classified film shall be 

legibly displayed on any material in the nature of advertisement in respect of the film. 
6. The distributor shall cause to be kept at the premises at which the film is delivered for 

distribution, a register containing among other things, the title and registered length of 
the film, the classification and other details of censorship approval for the film, 
information regarding whether the film is a Ugandan film or a foreign film and such 
other particulars with respect to the film as may be required at any time by the UCC and 
shall make same available to the UCC on demand. 

7. The distributor shall forward to the UCC the list of additional films/video works 
acquired for commercial use on monthly basis. 

8. The total time allocated to trailers in any movie shall not exceed four-and-a-half (4 ½) 
minutes. 

9. Any trailer made for a film intended to be distributed or exhibited in Uganda shall be 
submitted to the Media Council for approval. 

10. The distributors shall insert “on screen text” in copies of rental films indicating that such 
films are rental copies.  

11. The distributors shall observe the restrictions imposed by classification in respect of 
films to be distributed. 

12. It is illegal to distribute, show or possess indecent photographs or pseudo-photographs 
of a child or children that have been derived from a photograph or pseudo-photograph, 
e.g. by tracing. Note that a child, in Uganda context, is any person below the age of 18.  

13. The distributors shall observe such other conditions as may be imposed by the UCC from 
time to time. 

14. UCC shall monitor and ensure that distributors comply with the extant laws and 
statutory instruments in respect of distribution of films and videos in Uganda.  

15. It is an offence to obstruct UCC inspectors in the performance of their duties. 
16. UCC shall impose penalties on exhibition premises that are found to be in non-

compliance with the law e.g. distributing legally restricted movies to minors, or films 
without approval, etc).  

 

We undertake to observe the foregoing rules and abide by the provisions of the Broadcasting 
Act and Regulations made thereunder.  

Name: ……………………………………………………………  Signature: …................................................................... 

Designation: …………………………………………………….. 

Date: ……………………………………………………………….. 
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Appendix V:  MOVIE DISTRIBUTION & EXHIBITION RELEASE GUIDELINES 
 
Following the streamlining of regulation within the film industry in Uganda, the Uganda 
Communications Commission, [UCC] in line with its oversight mandate on film and 
home video distribution and exhibition, hereby issues the following code of 
performance to all distribution/exhibitor licensees: 
 
1. HOME VIDEO DISTRIBUTION GUIDELINE 
 
A licensed company or individual seeking to put any film or home video content in the 
market must ensure that the following conditions have been met: 

 
(a) Obtain from the appropriate government agency all necessary censorship 

approvals on the film title. 
 
(b)  Apply for the release certificate attaching: 

   
(c) Evidence in writing of agreement to distribute with Copyright owner, if you are 

not the Copyright owner. 
 
(d)  A copy of censorship approval from appropriate agency. 

 
(e) State the number of copies of DVD/CD for release [Note that replicating any film 

or video work before release certificate is obtained is illegal]. 
 

(f) Submit evidence of approval of posters and promo materials from the censorship 
authority before embarking on any promotion or advertisement. 

 
(g) Receive approval and collect release certificate.     
 
2.  CINEMA/EXHIBITOR RELEASE GUIDELINE  
 
A licensed exhibitor before putting out film content for screening to members of the 
public shall ensure that he/she follows these requirements: 
 
(a)  Apply for release certificate on the film title. 
 
(b) Attach evidence of acquisition of rights over the film title. 
 
(c) Attach censorship approvals [including approval of trailers and promo 

materials] from the appropriate government agency. 
 
(d) Receive approval and collect release certificate. 
 
Note:  
Exhibitors are reminded that it is an offence punishable under the law to admit 
under aged persons to view films with age restrictions.  
 


